Adoption Program Policies

H.E.R.O. does farm inspections before adoption and follow up visits on all our adopted horses for three years. Unfortunately, we do not have the funds or the manpower to do this properly in other states. IN addition our adoption contract is written based on North Carolina State law and may not be enforceable in other states. After three years, the adopter may be granted legal title, at the discretion of the Equine Management Team, based on the adopter's care of their adopted horse

All horses adopted from H.E.R.O. are current with their shots, coggins, trimming, de-worming and have been vetted. When adopted, copies of all medical records or history that we have for each horse, will be given to the adopter and routine vaccines, dental exams, feet trimming are expected to be maintained for the health of the equine.   Records must be sent to H.E.R.O. to be kept on file with equine.

Although we evaluate each horse before they are made available for adoption, we recommend that before you adopt a horse, you ask a veterinarian for a pre-purchase exam to insure that the horse you are adopting is suitable for the work you plan to do, at your expense.

*Stallions will be gelded.  Breeding of mares is allowed only once ownership is granted. *Extenuating circumstances  must be granted permission by the Equine Management Team.

· Persons entering the adoption program will sign an adoption agreement, which will include the H.E.R.O. basic care requirements.  
· Persons entering the Adoption Program may be required to take some equine education.  Fostering the equine first is suggested.
· The personal representative will be available to visit the adopters home to provide suggestions.

· Adopters can request a trainer. During the adoption phase a horse may be taken for training, at the adopter’s expense.  An H.E.R.O. representative or officer must be notified of trainer’s name and location.

· Two follow up visits will be performed the first year and once a year afterwards for adopters.

· Potential adopters must have at least one more equine or a companion animal such as a goat on the property where the equine will be kept.
· All potential adopters must set-up a pre-adoption site visit and be approved before transportation of equine.
· All potential adopters must provide at least two current references, which will be verified.
· Three clear pictures of the adoptive home or boarding facility will be retained in the adopters file.
· All adopters will notify an H.E.R.O. representative or officer before relocating adopted equine.

· All adopters must provide the name and address and phone number of the vet they intend to use and a signed copy of health information release form.
· All adopters must provide transportation or cover costs related to transportation.

· All adopters must visit with the perspective equine at least twice to assure a good match.
· Adopters will receive a one year free H.E.R.O. membership free when their adoption fee is received.
· All equine fatalities must be reported to your personal representative.

· The falsification of any information on the adoption application may result in immediate removal of the adopted equine.
· Only certified checks or money orders will be accepted for adoption fee.  H.E.R.O. will grant a 30 day grace period for return of equine and refund.
